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1
WIRELESS POWER FEEDING SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a power feeding device and
a wireless power feeding system including the power feeding
device.

2. Description of the Related Art

Various electronic appliances have spread and a variety of
products is shipped to the market. In recent years, the spread
of portable electronic appliances such as cellular phones and
digital video cameras is apparent. In addition, electric mobile
units powered by electricity, such as electric cars, are going
on the market.

A cellular phone, a digital video camera, or an electric
mobile unit has a built-in battery serving as a storage battery.
Currently, the battery is made, in most cases, in direct contact
with a household AC power source, which serves as a power
feeding unit, to be charged. In addition, a unit without a
battery or a unit which does not use power stored in a battery
is currently powered by direct feeding electricity to the unit
from ahousehold AC power source through wiring or the like.

On the other hand, research and development of methods of
wirelessly charging batteries or feeding electricity to loads is
advancing. Typical examples include the electromagnetic
coupling method (also called the electromagnetic induction
method), the radio wave method (also called the micro wave
method), and the resonance method. Some of electronic
appliances using the electromagnetic coupling method,
including small home electrical appliances, have already
spread.

Wireless power feeding systems using the resonance
method are being developed in order to increase efficiency of
power transmission (power transmission efficiency) as
described in Patent Document 1 or 2.

REFERENCE
Patent Document

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Published Patent Application
No. 2010-193598

[Patent Document 2] Japanese Published Patent Application
No. 2010-239690

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a wireless power feeding system using the resonance
method, the conditions for the high efficiency of power trans-
mission vary depending on the distance from a resonance coil
included in a device receiving power (hereinafter called a
power receiving device) to a resonance coil included in a
device feeding power (hereinafter called a power feeding
device), making it difficult to stably transmit power with high
efficiency.

If the positional relationship between the power receiving
device and the power feeding device change during power
feeding, efficiency of power transmission may decrease.

In view ofthis, an object of one embodiment of the present
invention is to provide a power feeding system using the
resonance method, which can increase efficiency of power
transmission.

One embodiment of the present invention is a wireless
power feeding system including a power feeding device and a
power receiving device. The power feeding device includes a
first resonance coil connected to a high-frequency power

15

20

40

45

2

source (also referred to as a radio-frequency power source)
through a first matching circuit, and a first control circuit
connected to the first matching circuit and a first transmitter-
receiver circuit. The power receiving device includes a sec-
ond resonance coil configured to be in magnetic resonance
with the first resonance coil; and a second control circuit
connected to a load, a second matching circuit, and a second
transmitter-receiver circuit.

In this wireless power feeding system, the first matching
circuit and the second matching circuit have an identical
circuit configuration.

In this wireless power feeding system, the first matching
circuit includes a first element connected to the high-fre-
quency power source in series, and a second element con-
nected to the high-frequency power source in parallel. The
second matching circuit includes a third element connected to
the load in series, and a fourth element connected to the load
in parallel.

In this wireless power feeding system, the first element and
the third element have an identical configuration, and the
second element and the fourth element have an identical
configuration.

In this wireless power feeding system, the first element and
the third element are variable capacitors, and the second
element and the fourth element are variable coils.

One embodiment of the present invention is a wireless
power feeding system including a power feeding device and a
power receiving device. The power feeding device includes a
first coil connected to a high-frequency power source, a first
resonance coil magnetically coupled with the first coil, a first
matching circuit connected to the first resonance coil, and a
first control circuit connected to the first matching circuit and
afirst transmitter-receiver circuit. The power receiving device
includes a second resonance coil configured to be in magnetic
resonance with the first resonance coil; a second matching
circuit connected to the second resonance coil; a second coil
magnetically coupled with the second resonance coil and
connected to a load through a second rectifier circuit; and a
second control circuit connected to the load, the second
matching circuit, and a second transmitter-receiver circuit.

One embodiment of the present invention is a wireless
power feeding system including a power feeding device and a
power receiving device. The power feeding device includes a
first coil connected to a high-frequency power source through
a first matching circuit, a first resonance coil magnetically
coupled with the first coil, and a first control circuit connected
to the first matching circuit and a first transmitter-receiver
circuit. The power receiving device includes a second reso-
nance coil configured to be in magnetic resonance with the
first resonance coil; a second coil magnetically coupled with
the second resonance coil and connected to a load through a
second matching circuit and a rectifier circuit; and a second
control circuit connected to the load, the second matching
circuit, and a second transmitter-receiver circuit.

In any of these wireless power feeding systems, the first
matching circuit and the second matching circuit have an
identical circuit configuration.

In any of these wireless power feeding systems, the first
matching circuit includes a fifth element connected to the first
resonance coil, and the second matching circuit includes a
sixth element connected to the second resonance coil.

In any of these wireless power feeding systems, the fifth
element and the sixth element are variable capacitors.

One embodiment of the present invention can provide a
wireless power feeding system using the resonance method,
which can increase efficiency of power transmission in accor-
dance with the positional relationship between the power
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receiving device and the power feeding device during power
feeding. Thus, the power feeding device can feed power effi-
ciently to the power receiving device. Therefore, the power
feeding system can be more convenient for users.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram used to describe the configuration of
Embodiment 1.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are a table and graph used to describe the
configuration of Embodiment 1, respectively.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart used to describe the configuration of
Embodiment 1.

FIG. 4 is a graph used to describe the configuration of
Embodiment 1.

FIG. 5 is a diagram used to describe the configuration of
Embodiment 1.

FIGS. 6A1, 6B1, and 6C1 are diagrams used to describe the
configuration of Embodiment 1, and FIGS. 6A2, 6B2, and
6C2 are graphs used to describe the configuration of Embodi-
ment 1.

FIG. 7 is a diagram used to describe the configuration of
Embodiment 1.

FIGS. 8A and 8B are diagrams used to describe the con-
figuration of Embodiment 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below with reference to the drawings. Note that the embodi-
ments can be implemented in various different ways. It will be
readily appreciated by those skilled in the art that modes and
details of the embodiments can be modified in various ways
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention. The present invention therefore should not be con-
strued as being limited to the description of the embodiments.
Note that in structures of the present invention described
below, reference numerals denoting the same portions are
used in common in different drawings.

Note that, the size, layer thickness, and signal waveform of
each object shown in the drawings and the like in the embodi-
ments are exaggerated for simplicity in some cases. Each
object therefore is not necessarily in such scales.

Note that, in this specification, the terms “first” to “n-th (n
is a natural number)” are used only to prevent confusion
between components, and thus do not limit numbers.

Embodiment 1

This embodiment describes a wireless power feeding sys-
tem in one embodiment of the present invention, which feeds
power wirelessly by using the resonance method.
<Configuration of Wireless Power Feeding System>

FIG. 1 shows the configuration of a wireless power feeding
system in one embodiment of the present invention. The
wireless power feeding system in FIG. 1 uses the resonance
method. The wireless power feeding system in FIG. 1
includes a power feeding device 110 and a power receiving
device 120. In FIG. 1, a first resonance coil 112 in the power
feeding device 110 and a second resonance coil 122 in the
power receiving device 120 are in resonance with each other,
which enables power transmission by electromagnetic waves.

The power feeding device 110 includes a high-frequency
power source (also referred to as a radio-frequency power
source) 111, the first resonance coil 112, a first matching
circuit 113, a first control circuit 114, a first transmitter-
receiver circuit 115, and a first antenna 116. In the power
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4

feeding device 110, the high-frequency power source 111 is
connected to the first resonance coil 112 through the first
matching circuit 113, and the first matching circuit 113 is
connected to the first transmitter-receiver circuit 115 through
the first control circuit 114.

The power receiving device 120 includes a load 121, the
second resonance coil 122, a second matching circuit 123, a
second control circuit 124, a second transmitter-receiver cir-
cuit 125, a second antenna 126, a rectifier circuit 127, and a
DCDC converter 128. In the power receiving device 120, the
second resonance coil 122 is connected to the load 121
through the second matching circuit 123, the rectifier circuit
127, and the DCDC converter 128, and the load 121 is con-
nected to the second matching circuit 123 and the second
transmitter-receiver circuit 125 through the second control
circuit 124. Note that the DCDC converter may be incorpo-
rated in the load 121.

In the power receiving device 120, although not shown in
the drawing, an A/D converter circuit may be provided
between the load 121 and the second control circuit 124, and
a D/A converter circuit may be provided between the second
control circuit 124 and the second matching circuit 123. Inthe
power feeding device 110, a D/A converter circuit may be
provided between the first control circuit 114 and the first
matching circuit 113. In addition, the second control circuit
124 may include an A/D converter circuit.

The first matching circuit 113 in the power feeding device
110 includes at least one element connected to the high-
frequency power source 111 in series and at least one element
connected to the high-frequency power source 111 in parallel.
The second matching circuit 123 in the power receiving
device 120 includes at least one element connected to the load
121 in series and at least one element connected to the load
121 in parallel. In this specification, an element refers to a
capacitor, a variable capacitor, a coil, or a variable coil.

In the first matching circuit 113, at least either an element
connected to the high-frequency power source 111 in series or
an element connected to the high-frequency power source
111 in parallel is preferably a variable element (a variable
capacitor or a variable coil). Similarly, in the second matching
circuit 123, at least either an element connected to the load
121 in series or an element connected to the load 121 in
parallel is preferably a variable element (a variable capacitor
oravariable coil). The impedance ofthe first matching circuit
113 can be controlled by a signal from the first control circuit
114 by a variable element in the first matching circuit 113.
The impedance of the second matching circuit 123 can be
controlled by a signal from the second control circuit 124 by
a variable element in the second matching circuit 123. An
element included in the first matching circuit 113 and con-
nected to the high-frequency power source 111 in series pref-
erably has the same configuration as an element included in
the second matching circuit 123 and connected to the load 121
in series. The element included in the first matching circuit
113 and connected to the high-frequency power source 111 in
parallel preferably has the same configuration as the element
included in the second matching circuit 123 and connected to
the load 121 in parallel.

For example, when the element included in the first match-
ing circuit 113 and connected to the high-frequency power
source 111 in series is a capacitor, the element included in the
second matching circuit 123 and connected to the load 121 in
series is preferably a capacitor as well. Meanwhile, when the
element included in the first matching circuit 113 and con-
nected to the high-frequency power source 111 in parallel is a
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coil, the element included in the second matching circuit 123
and connected to the load 121 in parallel is preferably a coil as
well.

This embodiment describes the case where the first match-
ing circuit 113 includes a variable capacitor Cs0 connected to
the high-frequency power source 111 in series and a variable
coil Lp0 connected to the high-frequency power source 111 in
parallel, while the second matching circuit 123 includes a
variable capacitor Cs1 connected to the load 121 in series and
a variable coil Lp1 connected to the load 121 in parallel.

In the wireless power feeding system using the resonance
method, the conditions for the maximum efficiency of power
transmission vary depending on the distance from the first
resonance coil 112 in the power feeding device 110 to the
second resonance coil 122 in the power receiving device 120.
For this reason, the parameters of the first matching circuit
113 and the parameters of the second matching circuit 123 are
preferably set according to the distance from the power feed-
ing device 110 to the power receiving device 120 such that the
maximum efficiency of power transmission is obtained. Here,
the parameters of the first matching circuit 113 refers to the
impedances of a (variable) capacitor and a (variable) coil in
the first matching circuit 113. The parameters of the second
matching circuit 123 refers to the impedances of a (variable)
capacitor and a (variable) coil in the second matching circuit
123. In this specification, the distance from the power feeding
device 110 to the power receiving device 120 refers to the
distance from the first resonance coil 112 to the second reso-
nance coil 122.

FIG. 2A is a table showing the parameters of the first
matching circuit 113 and the parameters of the second match-
ing circuit 123 which are set according to the distance from
the power feeding device 110 to the power receiving device
120 such that the maximum efficiency of power transmission
is obtained. In FIG. 2A, a set of the parameters of the first
matching circuit 113, the parameters of the second matching
circuit 123, and the distance from the power feeding device
110 to the power receiving device 120 is referred to as a
parameter set, and each parameter set is numbered. Note that
No. 0 represents the initial states of the first matching circuit
113 and the second matching circuit 123.

FIG. 2B shows the relation between the distance from the
power feeding device 110 to the power receiving device 120,
and received power. In the graph of FIG. 2B, the heavy solid
line indicates the relation between the distance from the
power feeding device 110 to the power receiving device 120
and received power, which is given by the parameter set No.
j- Inthe graph of FIG. 2B, the dotted line indicates the relation
between the distance from the power feeding device 110 to
the power receiving device 120 and the received power, which
is given by the parameter set No. j+1. Note that the received
power refers to power fed to the load 121 in the power receiv-
ing device 120.

For example, as shown in FIG. 2A, with the parameter set
No. j where the parameters of the first matching circuit 113
are Cs0, and Lp0, and the parameters of the second matching
circuit 123 are Csl; and Lpl,, the maximum efficiency of
power transmission is obtained when the distance from the
power feeding device 110 to the power receiving device 120
is A; cm. When the distance from the power feeding device
110 to the power receiving device 120 is A, cm, the maximum
power transmission efficiency is obtained and the maximum
received power is therefore obtained (see the solid line in FIG.
2B).

For example, in the case where the parameters of the first
matching circuit 113 are Cs0, and Lp0; and the parameters of
the second matching circuit 123 are Cs1,and Lp1, the maxi-
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mum efficiency of power transmission is not obtained if the
distance from the power feeding device 110 to the power
receiving device 120 is A, | cm (see the solid line in FIG. 2B).
When the distance from the power feeding device 110 to the
power receiving device 120 is A, , cm, the parameters of the
first matching circuit 113 Cs0,,, and Lp0,,, and the param-
eters of the second matching circuit 123 Cs1 ,, and Lpl,,,
give the maximum efficiency of power transmission, result-
ing in the maximum received power (see the dotted lines in
FIG. 2B).

<Power Feeding Method for Wireless Power Feeding Sys-
tem>

Next, a power feeding method for a wireless power feeding
system in one embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 1, FIGS. 2A and 2B, and
FIG. 3. FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing an example of a power
feeding method for the wireless power feeding system.

First, the power feeding device 110 starts to transmit power
to the power receiving device 120 once the power receiving
device 120 is placed at a given distance from the power
feeding device 110. Turning on the high-frequency power
source 111 in the power feeding device 110 starts the power
transmission (see the step 201 shown in FIG. 3). At this time,
the parameters of the first matching circuit 113 in the power
feeding device 110 and the parameters of the second match-
ing circuit 123 in the power receiving device 120 are in the
initial states (the parameter set. No. 0 in FIG. 2A, for
example), so that efficient power transmission is not always
achieved, that is, the maximum transmission efficiency is not
always obtained in this step. Note that this embodiment
describes the case where the parameter set is shifted from the
parameter set No. 1 in the positive direction.

Oncethe power feeding device 110 starts to transmit power
to the power receiving device 120, the power is transmitted
from the first resonance coil 112 of the power feeding device
110 to the second resonance coil 122 of the power receiving
device 120 by magnetic resonance coupling, then converted
into DC voltage and DC by the rectifier circuit 127 and the
DCDC converter 128, and then applied to the load 121 (in-
cluding at least either a secondary battery, an LED, or an IC
chip, for example). At this time, the second control circuit 124
in the power receiving device 120 obtains the values of DC
voltage and DC applied to the load 121 (see the step 202 in
FIG. 3). In the case, for example, where the second control
circuit 124 includes an A/D converter circuit, a DC voltage
value and a DC value are converted from analog signals to
digital signals, and then obtained by the second control circuit
124. The product of the DC voltage value and the DC value at
this time is a power value P0. Data of the obtained product of
the DC voltage value and the DC value (power value P0) may
be stored in a memory device (not shown in the drawing)
connected to the second control circuit 124.

Next, the load 121 is charged (power is fed to the load 121)
for a certain period of time (300 msec, for example) (see the
step 203 in FIG. 3).

Subsequently, the second control circuit 124 determines
whether the load 121 charging is continued (see the step 204
in FIG. 3). If the second control circuit 124 determines that
the load 121 charging is not continued, the high-frequency
power source 111 is turned off to complete the charging (see
the step 205 in FIG. 3). If the second control circuit 124
determines that the load 121 charging is continued, the next
step is taken.

Next, the second control circuit 124 determines whether
the parameter set is shifted in the positive direction (see the
step 206 in FIG. 3). If the second control circuit 124 deter-
mines that the parameter set is not shifted in the positive
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direction, the second control circuit 124 sends an instruction
to the second matching circuit 123 and the first matching
circuit 113 to shill the parameter set in the negative direction
(see the step 208 in FIG. 3). If the second control circuit 124
determines that the parameter set is shifted in the positive
direction, the second control circuit 124 sends an instruction
to the second matching circuit 123 and the first matching
circuit 113 to shift the parameter set in the positive direction
(see the step 207 in FIG. 3). In order for the second matching
circuit 123 to send an instruction to the first matching circuit
113, the second control circuit sends an instruction to the
second transmitter-receiver circuit 125, and the instruction is
sent from the second transmitter-receiver circuit 125 to the
first transmitter-receiver circuit 115 through the antennas 126
and 116, and then sent from the first transmitter-receiver
circuit 115 to the first matching circuit 113 through the first
control circuit 114.

Then, the second control circuit 124 obtains a DC voltage
value and a DC value given after the parameter set is shifted
in the positive or negative direction (see the step 209 in FIG.
3). The product of the DC voltage value and the DC value at
this time is a power value P1. Data of the obtained product of
the DC voltage value and the DC value (power value P1) may
be stored in a memory (not shown in the drawing) connected
to the second control circuit 124.

Then, the second control circuit 124 determines whether
the power value P1 is larger than the power value PO (see the
step 210 in FIG. 3). If the second control circuit 124 deter-
mines that the power value P1 is smaller than, the power value
PO, the second control circuit 124 sends an instruction to the
second matching circuit 123 and the first matching circuit 113
to reverse the direction in which the parameter set is shifted
(see the step 212 in FIG. 3). If the second control circuit 124
determines that the power value P1 is larger than the power
value PO, the second control circuit 124 sends an instruction
to the second matching circuit 123 and the first matching
circuit 113 to keep the direction in which the parameter set is
shifted (see the step 211 in FIG. 3).

Next, the second control circuit 124 substitutes the power
value P1 for the power value PO (see the step 213 in FIG. 3).
After that, the step 203 restarts and the subsequent process is
conducted again. In other words, until the load 121 charging
is completed, a loop process including the steps 203 to 213 is
repeated.

Suppose, for example, that in a repeat of loop processes
each including the steps 203 to 213, the second control circuit
124 obtains the product of a DC voltage value and a DC value
given by the parameter set No. j-1 (P0=W,_,), and then the
parameter set is shifted in the positive direction, and then the
second control circuit 124 obtains the product of a DC voltage
value and a DC value given by the parameter set No. j
(P1=W)) (see the step 209 in FIG. 3).

Next, the second control circuit 124 determines whether
the power value P1 is larger than the power value P0. Suppose
that the second control circuit 124 determines that the power
value P1 is larger than the power value PO (W >W_,) (see the
step 210 in FIG. 3). In this case, the second control circuit 124
sends an instruction to the second matching circuit 123 and
the first matching circuit 113 to keep the direction in which
the parameter set is shifted (see the step 211 in FIG. 3).

Then, the second control circuit 124 substitutes the power
value P1 for the power value PO, giving the equation PO=W;
(see the step 213 in FIG. 3). Consequently, the load 121 is
charged for a certain period of time (see the step 203 in FIG.
3.

Subsequently, the second control circuit 124 determines
whether the load 121 charging is continued. If the second
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control circuit 124 determines that the load 121 charging is
continued (the step 204 in FIG. 3), the step 206 is taken.

Next, the second control circuit 124 determines whether
the parameter set is shifted in the positive direction (see the
step 206 in FIG. 3). Here, since the determination that a shift
of the parameter set in the positive direction from No. j-1 to
No. j gives the equation PO<P1 has already been made in the
step 210, the second control circuit 124 sends an instruction to
the second matching circuit 123 and the first matching circuit
113 to shift the parameter set in the positive direction from
No.j to No. j+1 (see the step 207 in FIG. 3).

Then, the second control circuit 124 obtains a DC voltage
value and a DC value given by the parameter set No. j+1 (see
the step 208 in FIG. 3). The product of the DC voltage value
and the DC value at this time is a power value P1=W,, .

Next, the second control circuit 124 determines whether
the power value P1 is larger than the power value P0. Suppose
that the second control circuit 124 determines that the power
value P1 is smaller than the power value PO (W <W_ ) (see
the step 210 in FIG. 3). In this case, the second control circuit
124 sends an instruction to the second matching circuit 123
and the first matching circuit 113 to reverse the direction in
which the parameter set is shifted (see the step 212 in FIG. 3).

Then, the second control circuit 124 substitutes the power
value P1 for the power value P0, giving the equation PO=W_, ,
(see the step 213 in FIG. 3). Consequently, the load 121 is
charged for a certain period of time (see the step 203 in FIG.
3.

The relation between the above-described parameter set
numbers and received power is shown in FIG. 4. As shown in
FIG. 4, with the parameter set No. j, if received power is at its
maximum value, the maximum efficiency of power transmis-
sion is obtained when the distance from the power feeding
device 110 to the power receiving device 120 is A, [cm].
Therefore, with the parameter set No. j, the power feeding
device 110 can feed power efficiently to the power receiving
device 120. The load 121 can be charged efficiently by repeat-
ing the steps with the parameter sets No. j and No. j+1 until the
load 121 charging is completed.

Even if the distance from the power feeding device 110 to
the power receiving device 120 changes during the load 121
charging, changing the parameter set number until the load
121 charging is competed enables efficient charging.

The use of the power feeding method in FIG. 3 for the
wireless power feeding system in FIG. 1 allows power trans-
mission efficiency to be maximized in accordance with the
positional relationship between the power feeding device 110
and the power receiving device 120, resulting in efficient
power feeding. Therefore, the power feeding system can be
more convenient for users.

Next, the configuration of a wireless power feeding system
that is partly different from that shown in FIG. 1 will be
described with reference to FIG. 5.

A power feeding device 140 includes a high-frequency
power source 111, a first coil 117, a first resonance coil 112,
a capacitor 118, a first matching circuit 113, a first control
circuit 114, a first transmitter-receiver circuit 115, and a first
antenna 116. In the power feeding device 140, the high-
frequency power source 111 is connected to the first coil 117,
and the firstresonance coil 112 magnetically coupled with the
first coil 117 is connected to the first matching circuit 113.
The first matching circuit 113 is connected to the first trans-
mitter-receiver circuit 115 through the first control circuit
114.

The power receiving device 150 includes a load 121, a
second coil 129, a second resonance coil 122, a capacitor 130,
a second matching circuit 123, a second control circuit 124, a
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second transmitter-receiver circuit 125, and a second antenna
126. In the power receiving device 150, the second resonance
coil 122 configured to be in magnetic resonance with the first
resonance coil 112 is connected to the second matching cir-
cuit 123, and the second coil 129 magnetically coupled with
the second resonance coil 122 is connected to the load 121
through arectifier circuit 127 and a DCDC converter 128. The
load 121 is connected to the second control circuit 124 and to
the second transmitter-receiver circuit 125 through the sec-
ond control circuit 124.

Note that the capacitor 118 and the capacitor 130 may be
parasitic capacitance of the first resonance coil 112 and para-
sitic capacitance of the second resonance coil 122, respec-
tively. Alternatively, the capacitor 118 and the capacitor 130
may be independent of these coils.

The first matching circuit 113 in the power feeding device
140 includes at least one element connected to the first reso-
nance coil 112. The second matching circuit 123 in the power
receiving device 150 includes at least one element connected
to the second resonance coil 122. The element connected to
the first resonance coil 112 is preferably a variable element (a
variable capacitor or a variable coil). The element connected
to the second resonance coil 122 is preferably a variable
element (a variable capacitor or a variable coil).

The element included in the first matching circuit and
connected to the first resonance coil 112 and the element
included in the second matching circuit and connected to the
second resonance coil 122 preferably have the same configu-
ration. For example, when the element included in the first
matching circuit 113 and connected to the first resonance coil
112 is a variable capacitor, the element included in the second
matching circuit 123 and connected to the second resonance
coil 122 is preferably a variable capacitor.

The wireless power feeding system in FIG. 5 achieves
power transmission by the method in which the first reso-
nance coil 112 is magnetically coupled with the first coil 117,
and the second resonance coil 122 is magnetically coupled
with the second coil 129, and the first resonance coil 112 is put
in magnetic resonance with the second resonance coil 122.
The wireless power feeding system in FIG. 5 can increase the
Q factors of the first resonance coil 112 and the second reso-
nance coil 122 and thus is characterized in that it enables
long-distance power transmission compared with the wire-
less power feeding system in FIG. 1.

Also in the wireless power feeding system in FIG. 5, the
conditions for the maximum efficiency of power transmission
vary depending on the distance from the first resonance coil
112 to the second resonance coil 122.

For example, when the first resonance coil 112 and the
second resonance coil 122 are placed at arbitrary locations as
shown in FIG. 6B1, the maximum efficiency of power trans-
mission is obtained with aresonance frequency f0 as shown in
FIG. 6B2. However, when the first resonance coil 112 is too
close to the second resonance coil 122 as shown in FIG. 6A1,
peak splitting in the efficiency of power transmission occurs
such that a peak appears with a frequency f0' and the lowest
point between peaks appears with a resonance frequency 10 as
indicated by the thin solid line in FIG. 6 A2, which decreases
the efficiency of power transmission. When the first reso-
nance coil 112 is far from the second resonance coil 122 as
shown in FIG. 6C1, peak splitting does not occur but the
efficiency of power transmission with a resonance frequency
10 as shown in FIG. 6C2 is low compared with the case shown
in FIG. 6B2. Note that FIGS. 6A1 to 6C2 only show, for
convenience, the high-frequency power source 111, the first
coil 117, the first resonance coil 112, the load 121, the second
coil 129, and the second resonance coil 122.
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By using the first matching circuit 113 and the second
matching circuit 123 in the wireless power feeding system as
shown in FIG. 5, the conditions for the maximum efficiency
of power transmission can be set in accordance with the
distance from the first resonance coil 112 to the second reso-
nance coil 122, so that efficient power transmission can be
achieved.

Especially, even when the first resonance coil 112 is too
close to the second resonance coil 122 and peak splitting in
the efficiency of power transmission occurs, the use of the
first matching circuit 113 and the second matching circuit 123
allows a peak of transmission efficiency to appear with a
resonance frequency f0 as indicated by the heavy solid line in
FIG. 6A2 and thus increases the efficiency of power trans-
mission.

Next, the configuration of a wireless power feeding system
that is partly different from that shown in FIG. 5 wilt be
described with reference to FIG. 7.

Like the power feeding device in FIG. 5, a power feeding
device 160 includes a high-frequency power source 111, a
first coil 117, a first resonance coil 112, a capacitor 118, a first
matching circuit 113, a first control circuit 114, a first trans-
mitter-receiver circuit 115, and a first antenna 116. The power
feeding device 160 is different from the power feeding device
in FIG. 5 in that its high-frequency power source 111 is
connected to the first coil 117 through the first matching
circuit 113 and its first resonance coil 112 magnetically
coupled with the first coil 117 is connected to the capacitor
118.

Like the power receiving device in FIG. 5, the power
receiving device 170 includes a load 121, a second coil 129, a
second resonance coil 122, a capacitor 130, a second match-
ing circuit 123, a second control circuit 124, a second trans-
mitter-receiver circuit 125, and a second antenna 126. The
power receiving device 170 is different from the power
receiving device in FIG. 5 in that its second resonance coil
122 configured to be in magnetic resonance with the first
resonance coil 112 is connected to the capacitor 130 and its
second coil 129 magnetically coupled with the second reso-
nance coil 122 is connected to the load 121 through the
second matching circuit 123, a rectifier circuit 127, and a
DCDC converter 128.

Note that the first resonance coil 112 and the second reso-
nance coil 122 are preferably independent coils, while the
capacitor 118 and the capacitor 130 are preferably parasitic
capacitance of the first resonance coil 112 and parasitic
capacitance of the second resonance coil 122, respectively.
This can produce high Q factors compared with connecting an
independent capacitor to each resonance coil.

A resonance circuit composed of the first resonance coil
112 and the capacitor 118 and a resonance circuit composed
of'the second resonance coil 122 and the capacitor 130 which
are shown in FIG. 5 and FIG. 7 have very high Q factors.
Therefore, the Q factors may decrease due to the circuits
connected to these resonance circuits, thereby decreasing the
efficiency of power transmission. Thus, by providing the first
matching circuit on the high-frequency power source 111
side, and the second matching circuit on the load 121 side as
shown in FIG. 7, a decrease in Q factors and in the efficiency
of power transmission can be suppressed.

The use of the power feeding method in FIG. 3 for the
wireless power feeding systems in FIG. 5 and FIG. 7 allows
the efficiency of power transmission to be increased in accor-
dance with the positional relationship between the power
feeding device and the power receiving device, resulting in
efficient power feeding. Therefore, the power feeding system
which is more convenient for users can be provided.



US 9,065,302 B2

11

Embodiment 2

This embodiment describes the applications of the wireless
power feeding system in Embodiment 1. Examples of the
applications of the wireless power feeding system in one
embodiment of the present invention include portable elec-
tronic appliances such as digital video cameras, personal
digital assistants (e.g., mobile computers, cellular phones,
portable game consoles, and electronic book devices), and
image reproducing devices including recording media (spe-
cifically digital versatile discs (DVDs)); and electric mobile
units powered by electricity, such as electric cars. Examples
will be described below with reference to drawings.

FIG. 8 A shows the case where the wireless power feeding
system is used for a cellular phone or a personal digital
assistant. In this case, a power feeding device 701, a cellular
phone 702A including a power receiving device 703 A, and a
cellular phone 702B including a power receiving device 703B
are used. The wireless power feeding system in the above
embodiment can be used between the power feeding device
701 and the power receiving device 703A and between the
power feeding device 701 and the power receiving device
703B.

For example, the power feeding device 701 can have the
configuration of the power feeding device 110, 140, or 160 in
Embodiment 1, while the power receiving device 703A and
the power receiving device 703B each can have the configu-
ration of the power receiving device 120, 150, or 170 in
Embodiment 1.

The use of the wireless power feeding system in one
embodiment of the present invention can increase power
transmission efficiency in accordance with the positional
relationship between the power feeding device 701 and the
power receiving device 703 A and the positional relationship
between the power feeding device 701 and the power receiv-
ing device 703B, allowing the power feeding device 701 to
supply power efficiently to the power receiving device 703A
and the power receiving device 703B.

FIG. 8B shows the case where the wireless power feeding
system is used for an electric car, which is an electric mobile
unit. In this case, a power feeding device 711 and an electric
car 712 including a power receiving device 713 are used. The
wireless power feeding system in the above embodiment can
be used between the power feeding device 711 and the power
receiving device 713.

For example, the power feeding device 711 can have the
configuration of the power feeding device 110, 140, or 160 in
Embodiment 1, while the power receiving device 713 can
have the configuration of the power receiving device 120,
150, or 170 in Embodiment 1.

The use of the wireless power feeding system in one
embodiment of the present invention can increase power
transmission efficiency in accordance with the positional
relationship between the power feeding device 711 and the
power receiving device 713, allowing the power feeding
device 711 to supply power efficiently to the power receiving
device 713.

Even when the positional relationship between the electric
car 712 including the power receiving device 713 and the
power feeding device 711 changes, the efficiency of power
transmission can be changed as long as the parameter set is in
the range shown in FIG. 2A, so that high power transmission
efficiency can be achieved.

As described above, the wireless power feeding system in
Embodiment 1 can be used in any object that is driven with
electric power.
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Embodiment 2 can be implemented in appropriate combi-
nation with any configuration in Embodiment 1.

This application is based on Japanese Patent Application
serial no. 2010-287551 filed with Japan Patent Office on Dec.
24,2010, the entire contents of which are hereby incorporated
by reference.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless power feeding system comprising:

a power feeding device comprising:

a power source;

a first antenna;

a first transmitter-receiver circuit;

a first resonance coil configured to transmit power from
the power source;

a first matching circuit operationally connected to the
first resonance coil; and

afirst control circuit configured to change an impedance
of the first matching circuit in accordance with an
instruction received at the first transmitter-receiver
circuit through the first antenna; and

a power receiving device comprising:

a second resonance coil configured to be in magnetic
resonance with the first resonance coil;

a second matching circuit operationally connected to the
second resonance coil;

a second control circuit which is connected to a load and
is configured to change an impedance of the second
matching circuit; and

a second transmitter-receiver circuit configured to send
the instruction from a second antenna,

wherein parameters of the first matching circuit and param-

eters of the second matching circuit are set according to

distances from the power feeding device to the power
receiving device.
2. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 1,
wherein the first matching circuit and the second matching
circuit have an identical circuit configuration.
3. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 1,
wherein the first matching circuit comprises a first element
connected to the power source in series, and a second
element connected to the power source in parallel, and

wherein the second matching circuit comprises a third
element connected to the load in series, and a fourth
element connected to the load in parallel.

4. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 3,

wherein the first element and the third element have an

identical configuration, and

wherein the second element and the fourth element have an

identical configuration.

5. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 3,

wherein the first element and the third element are variable

capacitors, and

wherein the second element and the fourth element are

variable coils.

6. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 1,

wherein the power source is a high-frequency power

source.

7. A wireless power feeding system comprising:

a power feeding device comprising:

a power source;

a first antenna;

a first transmitter-receiver circuit;

a first resonance coil configured to transmit power from
the power source;

a first matching circuit operationally connected to the
first resonance coil; and
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afirst control circuit configured to change an impedance
of the first matching circuit in accordance with an
instruction received at the first transmitter-receiver
circuit through the first antenna; and

a power receiving device comprising:

a second resonance coil configured to be in magnetic
resonance with the first resonance coil;

a second matching circuit operationally connected to the
second resonance coil;

a second control circuit which is connected to a load and
is configured to change an impedance of the second
matching circuit; and

a second transmitter-receiver circuit configured to send
the instruction from a second antenna,

wherein the first resonance coil is connected to the power

source through the first matching circuit, and

wherein parameters of the first matching circuit and param-

eters of the second matching circuit are set according to

distances from the power feeding device to the power
receiving device.
8. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 7,
wherein the first matching circuit and the second matching
circuit have an identical circuit configuration.
9. The wireless power feeding system according to claim 7,
wherein the first matching circuit comprises a first element
connected to the power source in series, and a second
element connected to the power source in parallel, and

wherein the second matching circuit comprises a third
element connected to the load in series, and a fourth
element connected to the load in parallel.

10. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
95

wherein the first element and the third element have an

identical configuration, and

wherein the second element and the fourth element have an

identical configuration.

11. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
95

wherein the first element and the third element are variable

capacitors, and

wherein the second element and the fourth element are

variable coils.

12. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
95

wherein the power source is a high-frequency power

source.

13. A wireless power feeding system comprising:

a power feeding device comprising:

a power source;

a first antenna;

a first transmitter-receiver circuit;

a first resonance coil configured to transmit power from
the power source;

a first coil connected to the power source;

a first matching circuit operationally connected to the
first resonance coil; and

afirst control circuit configured to change an impedance
of the first matching circuit in accordance with an
instruction received at the first transmitter-receiver
circuit through the first antenna; and

a power receiving device comprising:

a second resonance coil configured to be in magnetic
resonance with the first resonance coil;

a second coil connected to a load;

a second matching circuit operationally connected to the
second resonance coil;
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a second control circuit which is connected to the load
and is configured to change an impedance of the sec-
ond matching circuit; and

a second transmitter-receiver circuit configured to send
the instruction from a second antenna,

wherein the first coil is magnetically coupled with the first

resonance coil, and

wherein the second coil is magnetically coupled with the

second resonance coil.

14. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
13, wherein the first matching circuit and the second match-
ing circuit have an identical circuit configuration.

15. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
13,

wherein the first matching circuit comprises a fifth element

connected to the first resonance coil, and

wherein the second matching circuit comprises a sixth

element connected to the second resonance coil.

16. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
15, wherein the fifth element and the sixth element are vari-
able capacitors.

17. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
13, wherein the power source is a high-frequency power
source.

18. A wireless power feeding system comprising:

a power feeding device comprising:

a first antenna;

a power source;

a first transmitter-receiver circuit;

a first resonance coil configured to transmit power from
the power source;

a first coil connected to the power source;

a first matching circuit operationally connected to the
first resonance coil; and

afirst control circuit configured to change an impedance
of the first matching circuit in accordance with an
instruction received at the first transmitter-receiver
circuit through the first antenna; and

a power receiving device comprising:

a second resonance coil configured to be in magnetic
resonance with the first resonance coil;

a second coil connected to a load;

a second matching circuit operationally connected to the
second resonance coil;

a second control circuit which is connected to the load
and is configured to change an impedance of the sec-
ond matching circuit; and

a second transmitter-receiver circuit configured to send
the instruction from a second antenna,

wherein the first coil is magnetically coupled with the first

resonance coil,

wherein the second coil is magnetically coupled with the

second resonance coil, and

wherein the first coil is connected to the power source

through the first matching circuit.

19. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
18, wherein the first matching circuit and the second match-
ing circuit have an identical circuit configuration.

20. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
18,

wherein the first matching circuit comprises a fifth element

connected to the first resonance coil, and

wherein the second matching circuit comprises a sixth

element connected to the second resonance coil.

21. The wireless power feeding system according to claim
20, wherein the fifth element and the sixth element are vari-
able capacitors.
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22. A power feeding device comprising:

a power source;

an antenna,

a transmitter-receiver circuit;

afirst resonance coil configured to transmit power from the
power source to a second resonance coil in a power
receiving device;

amatching circuit operationally connected to the first reso-
nance coil; and

a control circuit configured to change an impedance of the
matching circuit in accordance with an instruction
which is received at the transmitter-receiver circuit
through the antenna and is sent from the power receiving
device,

wherein parameters of the matching circuit are set accord-
ing to distances from the power feeding device to the
power receiving device.

23. The power feeding device according to claim 22,

wherein the matching circuit comprises a variable element.

24. A power feeding device comprising:

a power source;

an antenna,

a transmitter-receiver circuit;

afirst resonance coil configured to transmit power from the
power source to a second resonance coil in a power
receiving device;

a coil connected to the power source;

amatching circuit operationally connected to the first reso-
nance coil; and
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a control circuit configured to change an impedance of the
matching circuit in accordance with an instruction
which is received at the transmitter-receiver circuit
through the antenna and is sent from the power receiving
device,

wherein the coil is magnetically coupled with the first
resonance coil.

25. The power feeding device according to claim 24,

wherein the matching circuit comprises a variable element.

26. The power feeding device according to claim 24,

wherein the coil is connected to the power source through
the matching circuit.

27. The wireless power feeding system according to claim

13,

wherein parameters of the first matching circuit and param-
eters of the second matching circuit are set according to
distances from the power feeding device to the power
receiving device.

28. The wireless power feeding system according to claim

18,

wherein parameters of the first matching circuit and param-
eters of the second matching circuit are set according to
distances from the power feeding device to the power
receiving device.

29. The power feeding device according to claim 24,

wherein parameters of the matching circuit are set accord-
ing to distances from the power feeding device to the
power receiving device.

#* #* #* #* #*



